
 
Ashby de la Zouch
Newsletter March 2016

General Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month from 2:00p.m to 4:00p.m. at the
Congregational Church, Kilwardby Street, Ashby de la Zouch

Last General Meeting: 29th March
Speaker: Geoff Smith 
Subject: Behind the scenes at Chelsea Flower Show

Geoff Smith is not dead!
Despite problems with the sun on his slide show, Geoff was able to give us a fascinating insight into the 
operations required to get the Show into place and removed afterwards.
The Chelsea Hospital Park is transformed from a pleasant open space of 14 acres, complete with 
children's Play Park and a Grassy Knoll, into a tent city, with gardens and total environments all in place, 
complete with flowers, 30 foot trees and water features, houses and veritable Elysian Fields of displays, 
all in four weeks from the go.
Even the 30 foot high Memorial in the centre of the Park is incorporated.
Huge areas of grass are removed and stored ready to be replaced afterwards, cavernous holes dug, the 
Grassy Knoll enlarged, mountains, as it were, are laid waste and level plains raised up. Then the 
exhibitors move in with whole fields and gardens, forests of trees and lakes, rivers and fountains.
These gardens can cost up to £1.3 million, although more commonly in the 100's of thousands. All in a 
good cause: business.
The infrastructure is a marvel of project management as well, with toilets, burger stands, entertainment 
and whole arcades of shops all in place for the customers. Not to mention the water supplies for the 
whole site.
The themes of the gardens and set pieces are wildly varied, including the South Seas, a Railway Station 
(NOT, please NOT, a 'Train' Station!), Wind in the Willows, the Rocket locomotive, dragons and even a 
Noah's Ark. The last gave us just one of Geoff's many hilarious anecdotes, as a lady in a wheelchair 
managed to total two leopards by accidentally activating her fast forward mode!
The Show could not go on without the help of many volunteers, including the students from the 
Pershore College.
All the plants have to go at the end, most being sold off for charity. The scenes Geoff described and 
displayed of how people got their purchases away from the venue were extremely funny. How Do you 
get a ten foot bush onto the Tube, or a bus? And the wheel barrows, jury-rigged carrying devices and 
plastic bags had to be seen to be believed.
There were many, many slides, and Geoff could have gone on much longer. But it was agreed he gave us 
all a fresh insight into something most of us see as a day out for the celebrities  and the Royals.
A postscript warning: don't go if you have hay fever!

Next General Meeting:  

Date: 26th April
Speaker: Melanie Wilson 
Subject: Leicester Heritage Apples



2016 Tea and Coffee Rota Meeters and Greeters
April David Oakley
May Avril and Bill Wilson
June Mary Gough and Pat Heath
July
August The Committee
September
October
November
December The Committee

Reporting Group
April Family History 

Gardening
John Dogherty
Paul Dean

May History 
Industrial Heritage

Dorothy Chapman
Mike Stow

June Italian 
Literature

Lynda Hall
Sandra Harris

July Lunch 
Medium Walks

Ray Bentley
Carole Harriman

August none
September Music Appreciation 

Quiz
David Oakley
Malcolm Bird

October Trips & Outings 
Walking

John Howlett
Bob Baxendale

November Bird Watching 
Bridge

James Bloor
Neil Roberts

December none



Interest Groups Timetable:

March
Interest group Meeting date and time Venue
Bird Watching Wed 6th April, all day RSPB Titchwell, Norfolk via minibus
Bridge Mon 4th April at 2 – 4pm

Mon 11th April at 7 - 9pm
Mon 18th April at 2 - 4pm
Mon 25th April at 7 – 9pm

All at the Royal Hotel, Ashby

Calligraphy Tues 12th April at 2pm Carol Harriman's house
Computer Wed 6th April at 2pm

Mon 18th April at 2pm
16 Winchester Way

Digital 
Photography

Thurs 7th April at 9.45am 16 Winchester Way for trip to Calke

Drawing and 
painting

Wed 20th April at 10am 16 Winchester Way

Family History Wed 13th April at 2pm 16 Winchester Way
Gardening Thurs 21st April at 2pm Bridgemere Garden Centre and Dorothy 

Clive Gardens
History Thurs 28th April at 2pm Packington Memorial Hall
Industrial 
Heritage

Wed 27th April at 10am Midland Air Museum, Coventry

Italian Mon 11th April at 1:30pm 9 St Michael's Close.
Literature Tues 12th April at 1.30pm 28 Willesley Gardens
Lunch Thurs 14th April at 12 noon Gelsmoor Inn, Griffydam
Medium Walks Mon 11th April at 9.45 for 

10am
Park by Repton church

Music 
Appreciation

Wed 6th April at 10am Flat 8, Castle Gate House, Bath Street, 
Ashby

Quiz Wed 20th April at 2.30pm Bull and Lion Packington
Short Walks Fri 15th April at 10am Meet at Conkers Waterside car park. 
Trips and Outings Wed 25th May Woburn Abbey & Bletchley
Walking Tues 5th  April at 9.45 for 10am

Tues 19th April
The Swan, Milton
Car park just inside Billa Barra Lane.

Early April
Interest group Meeting date and time Venue
Bird Watching Friday 6th May, all day Whisby Country Park, Lincoln via minibus 
Bridge Mon 2nd May at 2 - 4pm Royal Hotel, Ashby.
Computer Wed 4th May at 2pm 16 Winchester Way 
Digital 
Photography

Thurs 5th May at 10am 16 Winchester Way

Music 
Appreciation

Wed 4th May at 10am TBA

Walking Tues 3rd May at 9.45 for 10am TBA

*For trips, outings, walks and other events which meet away from the usual venues, see further details 
in the relevant Group Reports below, or on our website www.ashbyu3a.co.uk  



Group Reports

Bird Watching – Leader James Bloor birdwatch@ashbyu3a.co.uk

Friday 4th March 2016    Ten members of the Ashby U3A Birding Group met for a walk which started in 
fine, cold weather, although thick snow began to fall almost immediately and continued on-and-off until 
11.00. 
From the start we listened to a Skylark singing and watched a Buzzard soaring over the trees, chased by a
single Crow. 
The new path took us through the silver birch trees to the field near the houses, where birds proved elu-
sive in the driving sleet, although we did find a pair of Blackbirds among the sheep and a single Redwing 
in the trees at the far end of the field. 
Returning to the reserve, we noted two separate flocks of birds in the air ahead of us, about 40 Lapwings
and around 50 Starlings. 
Scanning the lake, now in thick snow and sleet, we found three Shelducks, several Gadwall, Tufted 
Ducks, Mallards, Canada Geese, a pair of Mute Swans, plenty of Coots, several Moorhens and one Great 
Crested Grebe, diving regularly. 
The gravel island held some 30 Lapwings and as many Black-headed Gulls, plus a couple of Coots and 
Moorhens with Starlings. 
An immature Great Black-backed Gull appeared over the water, much larger and slower than the single 
Black-headed Gull harassing it. 
A pair of Oystercatchers flew onto the island, calling. 
As the cold began to seep through our layers of outdoor gear, we continued on the circular route, finding
a Magpie and Long-tailed Tits in the plantation, and hearing another Skylark as we neared the end of the
walk. Warm drinks were much appreciated in the cafe as we discussed the walk; fewer birds than expec-
ted were seen, in adverse weather conditions, although we did manage to find 20 species. 

Our next Field Trip, via minibus to RSPB Titchwell near Hunstanton in Norfolk is planned for Wednesday 
4th April; exciting birds are guaranteed! 

Bridge – Leader Neil Roberts  01530 455957

This is Bridge for players of all levels playing friendly Contract Bridge with some chatter. 
Several of our number are "beginners" or "returners" and we have experienced players who are happy 
to help others improve their game. We now have about 20 active players. 
We meet weekly on Mondays at the Royal Hotel, Ashby and at present we alternate afternoons and 
evenings.

The agreement with the Royal is that we pay for refreshments. Currently when we play we pay £2.50 per
week. The Royal provide Car Parking Permits free to our group when playing Bridge.
If you would like to know more contact Neil on 01530 455957 or Pat Ford on 01827 830672

Next meetings:  Monday 4th April at 2 - 4pm
   Monday 11th April at 7 - 9pm

Calligraphy – Leader Jenny Slawson  01283 229718 

We usually meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 2pm. A small but friendly group, we enjoy ex-
tending our calligraphy skills through a more experimental and creative approach to writing texts. We fo-



cus mainly on italic and uncial scripts and have produced some very imaginative pieces both at home 
and during our monthly meetings. 

8th March We welcomed Beryl Ison as a new member to the group and it was decided that due to the 
limited space available around the table in our houses we would not be able to accept any more to the 
group. We have nine people now and if we should all turn up for a meeting, although this rarely hap-
pens, it would be rather squashed. 

Six members of the group met at Jenny's house to continue with the acrostic Easter poem which was 
started at the February meeting but we began with free writing on the special tablecloth to loosen up 
our wrists.We started with 'arcades' which are repeats of a letter using downward strokes.We then wrote
out an italic alphabet without referring to our printed sheets which showed that we are almost able to 
do it and identified those letters we are still uncertain about.We then compared and discussed what we 
did last month and what some of us had carried on with at home. Sue had managed to do quite a lot 
which gave some of us ideas about how to carry on with our chosen poems. Beryl and Anne, our newest 
members, continued to practice italic alphabets with the rest of us offering help and advice as they went 
along. Even though there is noone in the group who is a calligrapher, the time set aside each month to 
focus on it has enabled all of the longer standing members to be able to recognis
e how much they have progressed over the months. 

Over our tea and biscuits we enjoyed looking at our various ideas and Lynda's 'layered words' back-
ground was particularly effective and we have all stored the idea away in our memories to use in some 
future piece. 

Next meeting: Tuesday 10th May at 2pm at Ann Stapely's  house.

Computers – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774

We meet twice monthly to try to solve anyone’s computer problems and to better learn how to use 
them whether they are PCs, Macs, iPads or Android Tablets. All are welcome. No experience necessary.

2nd March 2016   A large turnout of ten this week! 
Bic and Steve worked with Donald to help him sort out his desktop organisation. 
JD worked with Clive to move his PowerPoint presentation on M&S forward. We had a particular prob-
lem in obtaining PDF images from the website: Clive does not have Adobe reader installed so various at-
tempts to extract info from the image failed. Clive will probably use a copy to type out the text onto sev-
eral slides. Otherwise the techniques of acquiring images, inserting them, resizing/repositioning them as
necessary and inserting text are all going well. 
Mike worked with Jane on manipulating photos between files, and using USB pen drives as backup. 
JH found that Sandra's problem with her Product Key was that it was for the wrong OS, and set that to 
rights. Then carried on with helping her on her spreadsheet project. 
Colin is making strides in managing his picture files, but first had to connect to the internet. It seems this 
is a perennial problem, with members' machines 'forgetting' the sign on. 

21st March 2016  Seven computers turned out today. 
Bik worked hard helping Margaret to get to grips with her iPad, covering emails and attachments, captur-
ing, storing and emailing photos, and locating and viewing catch-up TV programmes. They also looked at 
Skype and Facetime as Margaret is to go to Australia soon. 
John D worked with Clive on his presentation, manipulating images for best effect. 



Steve carried on with his collection of wildlife photos, especially those of hawks. 
John H and Mike S wandered off into the esoteric reaches of scanning the ether for local Wi-Fi signals 
and their electronic signatures. 
John D demonstrated his 'new' phone. Just like the old one, really, but bigger, and mysteriously with all 
his old contacts back, which had disappeared from the old one! 

Digital Photography – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774

We meet to try understand how to get the best out of our digital cameras whether they are simple com-
pact cameras or full-blooded DSLRs and how to edit or modify the pictures afterwards. We try to get out 
and practice every other month. We do not as yet enter competitions. 

3rd March 2016   A good session today again, with eight attending. 
The weather is still not good enough to tempt us outside but we had enough to discuss, nevertheless. 
Clive showed us his drone, equipped with a camera, which we shall look forward to trying out. The cam-
era technology which allows a small enough lens to be fitted into such a device was examined: basically a
mobile phone lens and chip. Clive cannot see what the camera sees, but can record it for later viewing. 
He will be mainly concentrating on mastering the flying, as these things are notoriously difficult to con-
trol. 
Steve informed us that the free photo editing software Picasa will be withdrawn soon, so if you haven't 
got it, now's the time to download, as it is quite useful especially if your needs are relatively simple. 
Steve also told us of a Digital Photography competition announced in the Village Breeze magazine. It is 
for photos taken within the DE12 postcode during March, but anyone can enter. 
Steve and Bic looked at photo shopping techniques: hopefully we will have some results next time... 
The conversation turned to the use of earlier types of cameras, including the SLR's. Use of filters, the dif-
ference between zoom and telephoto and when to use them. 
One problem that came up with some designs of digital cameras is that the 'Off' button is next to the 
'Shoot' button, with obvious consequences! 
We looked at the uses being made of the 'facial recognition' capability of modern cameras. It seems as if 
PR folks at sports venues have been using it to identify known faces in the crowd, caught in a video 
sweep, and posting them to the master screens in lulls in the run of play. So, look out in a crowd: you 
might find your face on that super large news screen in the main square! 
We also discussed the use made of stereoscopy during WWII. 
Then we looked at the camera management facilities on the Motorola phone two or three of us have. 
The menu is not immediately evident, and can only be found by swiping the screen. Once found the fa-
cilities are: 
HDR auto on/off; flash on off and auto; finger controls of focus and exposure; video: hd and slo-mo; 
widescreen or standard view; timer off/3sec/10secs; geo-location; shutter sound control. 
HDR (High Dynamic Range editing) takes three photos in one go, using three different exposure settings, 
so that you can use the best combination of these in different parts of the picture when editing later. 
A word to the wise: when looking up 'HDR' on the Internet, watch out for pop up ads: they can make 
nonsense of your attempts to find anything! 
Finally we looked at the way in which smart phones and smart TV's can listen in to you, and watch you, 
even when you think they aren't switched on. 
Big Brother is watching YOU! 

Next meeting   Thursday 7th April at 16 Winchester Way. If the weather is fine we should arrive at 9.45 
to go to Calke Park. 



Drawing and Painting – Contact Chris Dogherty  01530 411148    

16th March.   Three came to Jane's house in the absence of our leader we looked at various calenders 
and postcards for springlike pictures. We had cofffee and were visited by a very excited lurcher. We de-
cided against posting this month's pictures. 

Next meeting; Wednesday April 20th, 10 am to 12 noon, at 16, Winchester Way. 

Family History – Leader     John Dogherty 01530 411148

9th March 2016  The table was busy today with six members around it. Geoff Suart and Lesley Thomas 
are newcomers, so they are very welcome. 
John H is still working at his Irish forebears. Trying to place a known family of Butlers into the tree is diffi-
cult because links to others are vague. However, comparing place near where born baptised and re-
gistered often helps establish the likelihood of a relationship. 
Lesley is firming up her next but one generation of ancestors. One grandfather according to family news 
was a draper in London. Born about 1894 in West Ham he was difficult to pin down until we found a 
likely candidate in a Draper's workshop in London in 1911. Only trouble was that he was apparently born
'abt 1890'. As there are no other candidates even nearly matching name, middle initial and surname, we 
decided to put him top of the list and proceed on the assumption he is the one. We looked at ways of 
finding a mother's name from a birth record, then going on to find that person's spouse and wedding 
date/place. Essential for the next level up! 
Geoff is using FindMyPast, and working on validating his great great grandfather. Born in 1810, this chap 
is not easily verifiable. We went over the sources of records for that period, starting from 1841 and the 
1837 BDM lists. These help to focus on the information we need but which isn't in those records: a ne-
cessary process when researching ancestors that far back. The next step may be the Parish Records and 
LDS sources. 
Audrey has had a piece of enormous luck with a contact sending her a whole chunk of tree to add to her 
current files. She is working on consolidating the information, and verifying the areas of overlap. 
Iris had a little difficulty getting started as she had a 'Google' page overlaying her 'Safari' desktop. John H 
came to the rescue. It seems that the 'close' button (the little 'x' in the top right corner of the page, is in 
the top left on HP machines, and had drifted off the screen! She was able then to proceed with her 
work. 

There was a short general discussion on the logic by which you determine which of several candidates 
for a relation, all sharing the main features of the target person, could be the one we want; and on how 
to determine which set of features is the most likely for a search. Above all, we made clear that if it is 
possible, you should always try and get as many different sources all pointing to the same person to be 
sure. 

Finally, the Leader will look at the different ways of printing family trees for a discussion at a later meet-
ing. If he can get his A3 printer going we will all benefit. 

Next meeting 16 Winchester Way, at 2.00 pm. 



Gardening -   Leader Paul Dean 01283 295987

The group meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 2.00pm unless otherwise indicated. 

The Gardening Group has been successfully running ever since the U3A started in Ashby. It has always 
been well supported and remains one of the largest interest groups. The gardening committee try really 
hard to provide a good selection of activities suitable for all, including specialised talks on various topics, 
interesting trips out to well-known gardens and social events where plants are swapped and garden 
problems are solved! You certainly don't need to know any Latin names or recognise any plant by their 
leaves alone! There is always food to be eaten and drinks to be drunk at the end of each meeting and oc-
casionally prizes to be won! The club is full of friendly faces so please come along and meet some of us 
and give the gardening club a try. 

17th March   Seventeen members attended our meeting at Packington Village Hall and attentively lis-
tened to our speaker Peter Wood talk about his work as a woodsman and willow weaver. Peter had a se-
lection of wooden items he made previously and displayed them on the stage. The actual talk was short 
because instead of just telling us about himself and demonstrating his skills Peter had brought all the 
necessary resources for each of us to make a small bird feeder and a fish ornament for our own garden. 
Everyone was kept busy selecting the colour and length of the willow and actually weaving the feeder, 
the time just flew by. The majority of attendees succeeded in making something to take home. 

We had time for notices followed by refreshments and a free raffle with prizes of plants supplied by Paul 
Dean. 

Many thanks to those who helped with the chairs and tables and refreshments. 

Next meeting: Bridgemere Garden Centre in Cheshire – A spectacular garden centre.

Followed by a visit to Dorothy Clive Gardens

For a curator tour of this charming English country garden Price £14/19 depending on numbers. incl. 
tour and entry to Dorothy Clive Gardens and coach.

History – Leader Dorothy Chapman 01530 413042

24th March  Clive Robinson: Marks and Spencer's.
A full house of 28 (plus 1) turned out for Clive's canter through the history of Marks and Sparks.
Clive outlined how he first became interested in the topic as a subject for a piece of course work.
Then he worked through the genesis and growth of this remarkable organisation, founded by a Russian ?
migr? in the late 19th C.
From humble beginnings as a door-to-door haberdashery salesman, Michael Marks used money bor-
rowed from his employer to establish a penny bazaar in Leeds, Kirkgate.
He progressively expanded, first into covered premises, then, by taking on Thomas Spencer (an account-
ant) into a chain of stores, then a full warehouse/headquarters in Manchester.
Innovative, his Penny Bazaar was the first of its kind, as were, successively, a self-select store, domestic 
lines such as furniture and kitchen equipment, high quality standards for clothing and dir-
ect-from-the-manufacturer purchasing.
Both Marks and Spencer died before the outbreak of war in 1914, but their heirs carried on and rein-
forced the brand keeping ahead of the competition.



The St Michael brand was introduced in 1928 in honour of the founder, and was only dropped in the late 
1990's
Continuing with their innovative ways, the company introduced a comprehensive staff welfare service, 
high quality clothing lines, rigorous inspection regimes of suppliers, designer clothing and sell-by-dates 
for food. Not to mention the chilled food systems now in common use. Not to be outdone, they intro-
duced freezer ranges as the move to microwaves and fast food developed.
During the 1980's they started the development of out-of-town centres, and introduced Asian foods.
They were the first to introduce charge cards and online shopping, and were charging for plastic bags 
from 2008. Their returns policy is widely envied and copied by competitors especially for the respect it 
earns from its customers.
After a bad period in the 1990's partly due to a progressive change in the demographic mix of age groups
(which now seems to be reversing as the older generation is living longer) new management seems to be
keeping the company in competition. In combating accusations of pro-Israeli leanings, they employ many
Muslim staff, although have to be careful where they employ them to avoid causing them difficulties in, 
say, food areas or tills where they may come into conflict with their religious views.
In 2013 the company completed the circle by returning to Kirkgate, Leeds and opening a stall there.
Clive's talk was full of interesting anecdotes and illuminated the growth of the convenience and chain 
store movement in the last century, and there were many insightful questions. A great showing by one of
our own. Well done Clive! 

Next meeting  28th April 'Votes for Women' by John Sutton at the Packington Memorial Hall.

Industrial Heritage –   Leader Mike Stow 01530 469152

23rd March  Moorcroft Pottery.

A group visited their design factory.  Their products are more art than functional pots and had art style 
prices to go with them.  We had a tour appeared on radio Stoke, not a momentous visit, more a coincid-
ence.

At the end we visited the museum and adjourned to the Toby Carvery nearby.

Next meeting 27th April Midland Air Museum, Coventry Entry is £5 payable at the door 

Italian Group – Leader Lynda Hall  01530 415922 

7th March 2016 After a short break the class reassembled at 2 Marlborough Way. Lynda kept up the 
pressure with grammar revision of singular and plural noun endings for masculine and feminine, agree-
ment of adjectives, (with exceptions), the possessive, 'this' and 'that', the verbs 'preferire', 'capire' and 
'finire' and when to use the formal and informal forms of 'you'. 
We picked up the pace by looking at describing different forms of domestic habitation. 
Then Lynda put us through it with a listening session! 
Next we had to go through all the rooms of the house, describing each our own houses as if guiding 
someone. There are at least three words for 'Living Room' in Italian, and none of them has the word 'liv-
ing' in it! 
Finally, another listening session as we heard someone describe their house. We then had to put the 
names of the rooms mentioned into rooms marked on a plan. 

Next meeting 1.30 pm on 11th April 11th at Lynda's 



Literature Group - Leader San  d  ra Harris  01530 416653

The group meets at 1.30pm as in the dark days of winter most members like to drive home while it is still
light. We have many lively discussions and agree to differ about many aspects of the books we read.

Next meeting:  Tuesday 8th March at 28 Willesley Gardens:- 
“Sons and Lovers” “D.H. Lawrence”

Luncheon Group – Leader Ray Bentley  01530 412505

We are a group of men and ladies who enjoy a meal together, we take it in turn to choose a venue and 
organise it. Everyone is welcome, all we ask is that you sign the board in the coffee room at the monthly 
meeting prior to the lunch, so we can book the relevant number of seats. If you cannot make the 
monthly meeting please use the contact email or phone number.

Next meeting: Thursday 14th April at 12 noon for 12.30 at Gelsmoor Inn, Griffydam  

Music Appreciation – Leader Da  v  id Oakley  01530 563409 

Eight members assembled for the March music group meeting, kindly hosted by Ann Thompson. As usu-
al a varied selection of music from Classic to pop and a lot of other interesting, and to many, new music 
as well. 
Dorothy started the session with two Suzanne Vega songs, 'Tom's Diner' and of course 'Luka'. Then Lesley
chose music we hadn't heard before by Etienne Perruchon from his unusual composition 'Dogora'. 
Clive Robinson spoke about Buddy Holly and what he might have been if only he hadn't be killed, choos-
ing 'Peggy Sue' and 'True Love Ways'. This was followed by our other Clive, Clive Caulfield, who took us in
a completely different music direction with the slow movement from Mahler's 5th Symphony and then 
Leonard Cohen's 'Hallelujah'. 
Sandra opted for music from the TV series 'A History of Britain' and a Dolly Parton song whilst Clare se-
lected two Bob Marley songs, 'No Woman no cry' and 'Get up, Stand up'. Last but not least Wendt had 
chosen two French connection pieces with 'O'soave Fanciulla' from 'La boheme' and the third movement
of Saint-Saens 3rd Symphony, known as the 'Organ'. 
So ended another two hours of unexpected and enjoyable music selection. 

Next meeting: Wednesday 6th April will be hosted by Mary Weeks at Flat 8, Castle Gate House, Bath 
Street, Ashby. LE652FH. 

Quiz group - Leader Malcolm Bird  01530 563872

The group meet at the Bull and Lion, Packington. The Start time is 2.30 and involves tables of four. You 
do not need to arrange a team of four before the meeting as teams can be organised on the day. This 
enables single individuals to take part - and to make new friends by joining an ad hoc team.

The March meeting was well attended despite a discouraging cold wind and four tables competed. We 
missed three regular attenders due to illness but hope to see them at the April meeting.

Next meeting: Wednesday 20th April at 2.30



Trips and Outings Group - Contact Margaret Howlett  01530 461774

The Trips and Outings group has been revived with Margaret and John Howlett taking over the mantle as
group leaders. 

Next trip: The first trip planned is to Woburn Abbey on 25th May. This will be a coach-sharing joint 
venture with Industrial Heritage group who are going to Bletchley Park on the same day. The coach will 
drop off the IH members at Bletchley before going on to Woburn Abbey just 20 mins away. There is one 
place left on the coach for either Woburn or Bletchley. For those going, their £10 non-refundable deposit
per person should have been sent by now to: 

M Howlett, 16 Winchester Way, Ashby de la Zouch, LE65 2NR

There will be further trips to Tatton Park House and Gardens on 30th June, and to Gloucester City and 
Docks in late August. The proposed dates for Gloucester are 23rd, 26th and 31st August. If you wish to 
go, please send your preferred dates to Margaret. Full details are on our website.

Walking Group - Leader Bob Baxendale 01530 481435

The walking group usually does walks of between 7-8 miles, twice a month, and normally have a lunch 
stop at a pub near to, or at the end of, the walk. 
 The leader will be at the meeting place whatever the weather and will only cancel the walk in 
consultation with those who turn up on the day. All dogs must be kept under control at all times. 
Walking boots or strong shoes are recommended. Be prepared for bad weather by taking warm 
waterproof clothing. Leaders act in a voluntary capacity. All ramblers walk at their own risk.

15th March   A group of 12 walkers set off from Ye Olde Red Lion, Market Bosworth for a 7 mile circular 
walk round the Bosworth area. The walk was from Market Bosworth down a gated road to the Bosworth 
Battlefield, then joining the towpath of the Ashby canal back to Bosworth. With no rain for several days 
it was a nice dry walk although quite cold. Lunch was then provided back at Ye Olde Red Lion. Unfortu-
nately only one photo was taken. 

Next meeting 19th March  Meet at Car park just inside Billa Barra Lane on the left near Stanton under 
Bardon - grid reference 465117. It can only be accessed from the A511 travelling towards Coalville 
between the B591 roundabout (Flying Horse pub) and B585 roundabout (Ibstock & Bagworth). The turn 
is half a mile from the B591 just where the row of houses on the left of the A511 commences. 

Medium walks – Le  a  der Carole Harriman

The Medium Walk group do walks of up to 6 miles. Anyone interested please contact Carole.

Monday 14th March   7 walkers, a record turnout I think, enjoyed a delightful walk on a lovely sunny day 
around Dimmisdale Woods, where we saw the last flowering snowdrops. Then on up the road passing 
Staunton Harold on our left then taking a path towards Lount. Then back through some fields before 
joining the drive way to Staunton Harold, passing by the house, and on upwards, just before the gates to 
the house, where we saw a lovely display of daffodils in the woods, then followed the wall around the 
estate, before dropping down to the car park. 

Next meeting 11th April at 10am  Meet by Repton church 



Short walks Group – Leader John Howlett 01530 461774 

The short walk group organises walks using well defined paths and routes without stiles. The maximum 
length is 3 miles. All are welcome.

19th February  17 walkers and two dogs met at the Round car park overlooking Staunton Harold 
Reservoir on a lovely sunny day and we set off down the path to the reservoir bank. From there we went
towards Calke ponds and up the hill into the Abbey grounds.

We followed the track by the ponds and up to the new car park. Some made a beeline for the bird hide 
while others went straight for the cafe which was open except it still had the Closed sign up, which 
explained the lack of clientele. We organised next month’s walk to be led by Sandra Fox and then we 
went home, via the church, with the dogs leading the way.

Next walk: Friday 15th April at 10 am  start. 
Meet at the Conkers Waterside Car Park beside the canal basin.

New group Recorder led by Joan Gibson email recorder@ashbyu3a.co.uk 

I am hoping to form a recorder group, meeting twice a month, to make music in a relaxed, fun way. I 
would hope that we would be able to cater for a wide range of experience and skill. 

If you are interested, have a recorder (any size), and would like to make music in a group, please contact 
me or James via the website. 

Your Committee 

Following the AGM on 28th July 2015, the following were elected to the Committee.

John Howlett Chairman chairman@ashbyu3a.co.uk
Anne Donegan Business Secretary secretary@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Dorothy Chapman Membership Secretary members@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Neil Roberts Treasurer treasurer@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Tony Smith Minutes Secretary minutes@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Ann Stapley Speaker seeker speakers@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
James Bloor Groups Coordinator interestg@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Mike Stow Web site webmaster@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Ann Thompson Welfare welfare@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Sheila Dean Committee member sheila@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Isobel Salt Committee member isobel@ashbyu3a.co.uk
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